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Pretrial Services Unit 

Unit Goal 
 
Pretrial Core Concepts 

 Pretrial justice 
 Role of pretrial services 
 Legal and evidence based practices 
 Measuring and managing risk 
 

Standard Assessment Measures 
 
Findings and Recommendations 



Yolo County Pretrial Services Unit Goal 
 
♦ To responsibly reduce the jail population while 
   maintaining public safety and the integrity of the 
   judicial process 
 

•Jail population 
•Public safety (pretrial crime) 
•Integrity judicial process 

-Court appearance 
-Enforce conditions of release 

 

Pretrial Services Unit 



 
 
 
 

Pretrial Justice - the honoring of the 
presumption of innocence, the right to bail 

that is not excessive, and all other legal and 
constitutional rights afforded to accused 

persons awaiting trial while balancing these 
individual rights with the need to protect the 

community, maintain the integrity of the 
judicial process, and assure court appearance 

Pre-Trial Core Concepts – Pretrial Justice 

Pretrial Services Unit 



Pretrial Core Concepts – Pretrial Justice 
 

The pretrial release decision is a 
reflection of pretrial justice; it is 
the primary attempt to balance 
the rights afforded to accused 
persons awaiting trial with the 
need to protect the community, 

maintain the integrity of the 
judicial process, and assure court 

appearance. 
 

Pretrial Services Unit 



Pretrial Core Concepts - Role of Pretrial Services 

Provide 
information to 
the Court to 
assist them 

with the 
pretrial 
release 
decision 

 

Provide 
supervision 

and services 
as ordered 

by the Court 
 



Pretrial Core Concepts - Role of Pretrial Services 

Pretrial Investigations and Risk Assessments 

Pretrial Release Recommendations 

Supervision & Services 



Legal & Evidence-Based Practices 
 

Interventions and practices that are 
consistent with the legal and 

constitutional rights afforded to 
accused persons awaiting trial and 

methods research have proven to be 
effective in reducing unnecessary 

detention while assuring court 
appearance and the safety of the 

community during the pretrial stage 

Pre-Trial Core Concepts – LEBP 

Pretrial Services Unit 



 The term is intended to reinforce 
          the uniqueness of the field of 

 pretrial services and ensure that 
        criminal justice professionals remain 

  mindful that pretrial practices are 
         often driven by law and when 

              driven by research, they must be 
  consistent with the rights afforded 

     to defendants awaiting trial 

Pre-Trial Core Concepts – LEBP 

Pretrial Services Unit 



Pretrial Services Unit 

Core Concepts – Measuring and Managing Risk 

•Legal and Evidence – Based Practices Requires 
•Shift from charge-based decisions to risk-based decisions 

•Charge only 

•Risk for FTA and danger to the community 

•Release and detention outcomes based on risk not resource 

•Resources (financial) 

•Risk of FTA and danger to the community 

 

•Pre-Trial Release Decisions vs. Outcomes 



Pretrial Services Unit 

Core Concepts- Measuring and Managing Risk 

•Risk is inherent in Pre-Trial Release 
•Our system of justice DEMANDS that we take risk for most     
 pretrial defendants 

“In our society, liberty is the norm, and detention prior to 
trial or without trial is the carefully limited exception” U.S. v. 
Salerno (1987) 

 

•Question in not IF we take risk 

•How well do we MEASURE risk and  

How well do we MANAGE it 



Standard Assessment Measures 
 
♦ Pretrial Services Functions 

•Investigations 
• Recommendations 
•Supervision & services 

♦ Supervision Outcomes 
•Public safety 
• Court appearance 
• Condition enforcement 

♦ Jail Impact 
♦ Overall Efficiency and Effectiveness of Operations 

Pretrial Services Unit 
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Pre-Trial Services Functions - Investigations 

Monthly Average Investigation = 67 



Supervision Outcomes – 441 cases closed since 
January 2011 
♦ Public Safety – 94.6% Public Safety Rate 

• 5.4% of all defendants released to supervision had their 
         pretrial release revoked due to a new offense 
♦ Court Appearance – 93% Court Appearance Rate 

• 7% of released defendants failed to appear in court; 93% 
          either appeared in court until case disposition or were 
          returned to custody prior to the court date 
♦ Condition Enforcement – 10.4% of released 
   defendants were returned to custody for technical   
   violations prior to court or a new offense                       

Pretrial Services Unit 



Report Process 

• Arraignment calendar 

• Who is eligible and who is not? 

• Not eligible 

• 290 registrants 

• Serious/Violent offense (fresh offense) 

• Fel committed while out on OR/BBB 

• 3056 

• ICE holds 

• No bail  

• PRCS (varies depending on case) 

• Eligible 

• Everyone else 

 



Report Process 

Eligible Clients 

 

•OR status report  

• Information verified 

• ORAS (Ohio Risk Assessment Scale) 

• SRA 

• Recommendation 
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