August 13, 2015

Little Hoover Commission
925 L Street, Ste. 805
Sacramento, CA. 95814

Re: Salton Sea

Dear Sir/Madam,

Across Southern California, as far away as Ventura County to the north, Orange County to the West,
Temecula/Murrieta to the south, in September 2012 our family woke up to a terrible rotten egg sulfur
smell that caused my wife, children and I to feel sick with headaches and nausea. It was later
determined the source was from the Salton Sea over 100 miles away.

The State has been warned of this prablem for years and numerous studies have been done. More
recently the Pacific institute in Northern California has issued dire warnings that these incidents will
greatly increase without action by the State to restore the Salton Sea. Many people will become sick
and die as well as hundreds of millions of animals. They estimate the cost to do nothing between $30-
$70 billion. The sea can be cleaned up between $1-$3 Billion dollars. This is a no brainer!

It is unacceptable and irresponsible for the State of California to continue to do nothing. The Salton Sea
needs to be restored and work started immediately. $150 Million from the Prop 1 Water bond needs to
be allocated this year to restore 3,000 acres of habitat for fish and birds. A down payment of $250
million budgeted next year to begin building dikes to maintain shoreline and the same the following

years to maintain the Pacific Flyway. With this work, private money will flow in.

The sea to sea options needs to be looked at more seriously. This can be done for less than a billion
dollars. For some reason, the engineering firm Tetra Tech who is contracted with Salton Sea Authority
needs to be more open to this idea. Their estimates are not accurate based on experts that myself and
others have spoken with. Israel and Jordon agreed to build a 112 mile pipeline between the Red Sea
and Dead Sea for $900M that will pump approximately 250,000 AFY of water to the dead sea with a
potential for up to 1.6B AFY. The distance from the Sea of Cortez to the Salton Sea is similar. Mexico
would benefit from this pipeline as well by having a new source of fresh drinking water powered by
geothermal desalination. | know former State Government officials have spoken to the Mexican
government about this and they are very interested. This can be done by California leadership.

The Salton Sea is a major stop over point on the Pacific Flywéy. Over 95% of the wetlands in California
have been destroyed. This is the last remaining place left for birds flying from the North as far away as
the Arctic Circle to rest. The Pacific Flyway needs to be maintained.
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As a resident of Murrieta California and property owner in Salton City, | have made decisions on where
to raise my family and invest based on what the State of California has promised to do. The State
declared their intentions to restore the Salton Sea back in 2002 when the QSA agreement was
reached. Many legal experts including myself belief this obligation has strong legal standing and the
State is on the hook for Billions in damages to residents and business who reside in the area if nothing is
done.

| will personally hold the State of California responsible for losses | and my family suffer through
declined health, property values and quality of life if the State does not follow through with restoration

of the Salton Sea. | will utilize all legal options available in order to be fairly compensated for failure by
the State to fulfill its promise and commitment to restore the Salton Sea.

The old saying “If there is a WILL there is a WAY”. Given our technological expertise and project being
done around the world, the commission probably knows there are "WAYS" to fix the sea for much less
than S9B. The real issue is do we have the "WILL".

We should have the WILL to save the Salton Sea because:

. Loss of human Life, sickness and quality

. Loss of millions of animals including threatened and endangered species.

. Loss of Pacific Flyway to which now offsets the loss of 95% of our wetlands in California
. Return on investment $50-570B do to nothing. $1-3B to save the Sea

. Loss of tourism in Palm springs and surrounding areas

. National embarrassment of watching the sea dry up to a toxic dust bowl.

. Legal consequences. Payouts and compensations to others who are damaged

. Decreased property values
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. Increased air pollution

10. Lost opportunities to make California the renewable energy capital in the world
11. Non-use cost of an unusable sea

12. Water Harvesting

13. Model for other states and countries around the world to follow.

14. Jobs

15. Polls. San Diego Union took poll last year 65-35% in favor of restoring the sea.
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In closing, | am hopeful and encouraged by increased discussion and dialogue that something will be
done. The Salton Sea could once again by one of the most popular State Parks in California like it was in
the 50’s and 60’s and added to our portfolio of incredible, one-of-a-kind natural resources. The new
documentary film “Breaking Point” which won 4 Emmy awards including best documentary will soon be
seen nationwide. The State of California will be under enormous pressure to answer questions why they
have not done anything to save the Salton Sea after over 30 years of debate. Do the right thing; listen to
others instead of just the big water agencies like the Metropolitan water district who only wants cheap
water and Save the Salton Sea!

Sincerely,

e

Murrieta, CA.

mlaaaca@msn.com

CC: Salton Sea Authority
Salton Sea Task Force
Ms. Martha Guzman Aceves, Deputy Secretary for Governor Brown
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Red Sea-Dead Sea project

SULEIMAN AL-KHALIDI, REUTERS
FEB. 26, 2015, 12:30 PM

REUTERS

By Suleiman Al-Khalidi

AMMAN (Reuters) - Jordan and Israel signed an agreement to go ahead with a World
Bank-sponsored project to build a desalination plant in the Gulf of Aqaba and a pipeline
linking the Red Sea with the Dead Sea.

The plant will be built in the southern Jordanian port of Agaba on the Red Sea and will
desalinate water to be shared by Israelis and Palestinians. The brine that is a byproduct
of the process will be sent north in a 112-mile (180-km) pipeline to the Dead Sea.

The project will cost around $900 million. It will take nearly three years to complete.

Jordanian officials said the two projects were crucial to providing a source of fresh water
to the kingdom, which faces a severe water deficit, and to reviving the shrinking Dead
Sea.

"The deal will help satisfy Jordan's increasing water needs for development,” Jordan's
water minister, Hazem al Nasser, said after the agreement was signed.

The desalination plant will produce at least 80 million cubic meters annually. Israel will
buy at cost up to 40 million cubic meters. The rest will go to Agaba.

Nasser said the pipeline will pump 300 million cubic meters annually of Red Sea water
to the Dead Sea. As much as 2 billion cubic meters are envisioned in a future expansion.

The idea of linking the two bodies of water has been around for more than a century. The

Dead Sea has been found to be receding at a rate of more than 3.3 feet (1 meter) every
year.
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Under the agreement, Nasser said, Israel would also release 50 million cubic meters
more water from the Sea of Galilee, its largest reservoir, to Jordan, beyond water-sharing
stipulated in a 1994 peace agreement.

Israeli National Infrastructures, Energy and Water Resources Minister Silvan Shalom
said the project would bring water from the desalination plant for farmers in southern
Israel and drinking water to the north.

The Palestinians who have long complained about Israeli restrictions on constructing
new water infrastructure and what they say is illegal pumping from their underground
aquifers in the West Bank will also get water from the plant, Nasser said.

The project began to move ahead two years ago after the World Bank determined it is
possible to use the Red Sea to replenish the shrinking Dead Sea after years of studying
whether such a connecting lifeline could work.

(Reporting by Suleiman al-Khalidi; Additional reporting by Dan Williams in Jerusalem)
Read the original article on Reuters. Copyright 2015. Follow Reuters on Twitter.

More: Reuters World Reuters Environment
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